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when victorious; great when defeated, for it was a
bands of those Goths crushed in the battle of Xeres by
Tariq ibn Ziyad and persecuted by Musa ibn Noseir
till the rocks of the Pyrenees, which laid the founda-
tions of those Christian principalities, treated at first
scornfully by the Muslim kingdom, and then only
after two centuries became at the time of Al-Nasir
li-Din Allah (912-961 A.D.) so powerful as to rival
the Muslim kingdom itself and ravage its lands; in
fact they became, at the close of the Omayyad rule,
a menacing danger to the very existence of Muslim
domination. Also Christian Spain always gave, at the
time of general danger, a good example in defending
its religion and upholding its national unity; indeed, in
this, it exhibited more resolution and zeal than Muslim
Spain. At the time when Al-Hajib al-Mansur (976-
1001 A.D.) marched to invade the Christians in the
North and West, and to crush their national independ-
ence, he found all Christian Spain one united block
and failed to achieve his plan, although he dispersed
the armies of the Christian principalities and stormed
their strongest forts and farthest ports. When the
Muslim kingdom was carried by revolution, broken
into pieces and devoured by the Petty Kings (Muluk
al-Tawaif), Christian Spain was able to exploit this
state of anarchy, to make from most of the Muslim
princes, tools in its hands, directed according to its
wishes, and to appear in the zenith of its power and
unity. And lastly when the Petty Kings abandoned
thier discord for a while and decided to gather
their forces into one united front under the leader-
ship of Yousef ibn Tashf in, king of the Almoravides,
Christian Spain was more prompt in cementing its
unity. The whole forces of the Christian kingdoms
assembled in the plains of Al-Zallaka (Sacralias) under
the leadership of its greatest prince Alfonso VI; and
the forces of the Petty Kings and Al-moravides assem-
bled under the leadership of Yousef ibn Tashfin.
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